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In the Pit
Genesis 37:12-36

Steps to Action

Jealousy
Resentment against a rival, due to that
person’s success or advantages brought
on by a person’s fears or jealous rage

Bi1erness	
  

Jealousy	
  

Hatred	
  

Galatians 5:19-20
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual
immorality, impurity and debauchery;
20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord,
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions

Bitterness
Intensity, relentlessly determined and a
feeling of deep and bitter anger
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Ephesians 4:31-32

Hebrews 12:15

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger,
brawling and slander, along with every
form of malice. 32 Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave
you.

See to it that no one falls short of the
grace of God and that no bitter root grows
up to cause trouble and defile many.

Hatred

James 4:11-12

Intense hostility toward somebody or
something; the emotion of intense dislike;
a feeling of dislike so strong that it
demands action

In Search of the Brothers

Brothers and sisters, do not slander one
another. Anyone who speaks against a
brother or sister or judges them speaks
against the law and judges it…12 There is
only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one
who is able to save and destroy. But you—
who are you to judge your neighbor?

Genesis 37:12-15
Now his brothers had gone to graze their
father’s flocks near Shechem, 13 and Israel said
to Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are
grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am
going to send you to them.”“Very well,” he
replied.14 So he said to him, “Go and see if all
is well with your brothers and with the flocks,
and bring word back to me.” Then he sent him
off from the Valley of Hebron. When Joseph
arrived at Shechem, 15 a man found him
wandering around in the fields and asked him,
“What are you looking for?”
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Genesis 37:16-17
He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers.
Can you tell me where they are grazing
their flocks?”17 “They have moved on
from here,” the man answered. “I heard
them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan. ’” So
Joseph went after his brothers and
found them near Dothan.

Genesis 37:18-20
But they saw him in the distance, and
before he reached them, they plotted
to kill him. 19 “Here comes that
dreamer! ” they said to each other.
20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw
him into one of these cisterns and say
that a ferocious animal devoured him.
Then we’ll see what comes of his
dreams.”

Genesis 37:21-24
When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him
from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said.
22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this
cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand
on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them
and take him back to his father. 23 So when Joseph
came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe
—the ornate robe he was wearing— 24 and they
took him and threw him into the cistern. The
cistern was empty; there was no water in it.
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Genesis 37:25-27
As they sat down to eat their meal, they
looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites
coming from Gilead. Their camels were
loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they
were on their way to take them down to
Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What
will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up
his blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him;
after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and
blood. ” His brothers agreed.

Genesis 37:28-30
So when the Midianite merchants came by,
his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the
cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of
silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to
Egypt. 29 When Reuben returned to the
cistern and saw that Joseph was not there,
he tore his clothes. 30 He went back to his
brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there!
Where can I turn now?”

Genesis 37:31-33
Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered
a goat and dipped the robe in the blood.
32 They took the ornate robe back to their
father and said, “We found this. Examine it
to see whether it is your son’s robe.”33 He
recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe!
Some ferocious animal has devoured him.
Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”

Genesis 37:34-36
Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on
sackcloth and mourned for his son many
days. 35 All his sons and daughters came
to comfort him, but he refused to be
comforted. “No,” he said, “I will continue to
mourn until I join my son in the grave. ” So
his father wept for him.36 Meanwhile, the
Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to
Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the
captain of the guard.
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Adversity,	
  Trials,	
  TribulaIons	
  and	
  Hardships	
  

My	
  
choice	
  

Satan	
  

From	
  
God	
  

God’s	
  Permissive	
  Will	
  

Dr. Charles Stanley
Dr. Charles Stanley

•
•
•
•
•

To Get Our Attention
To Remind Us of His Great Love for Us
For Self-Examination
To Teach Us to Hate Evil as God Does
To Cause Us to Reevaluate Our
Priorities
• To Test Our Works
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Dr.	
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•
•
•
•

It grows our faith
It grows the faith of others
To bring God glory
Gives us an opportunity to
witness to others
• Give others an opportunity
to pray for you
• Refines us to the image of
Jesus
• It teaches us to rejoice
always
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I Peter 4:12-13
• In every circumstance, every day, every
minute
• Romans 8:28 God works all things for good
• Nothing can touch us apart from God’s
permissive will
• Psalm 22:28 for dominion belongs to the
LORD and he rules over the nations.
• Psalm 135:6 The LORD does whatever
pleases him, in the heavens and on the
earth, in the seas and all their depths.

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the
fiery ordeal that has come on you to test
you, as though something strange were
happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch
as you participate in the sufferings of
Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when
his glory is revealed.

Isaiah 55:8-9
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.9 “As the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts
than your thoughts.”
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